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"because I have not time to say anything of that sort; and as to news, those from Italy are bad. Could not you come to Berlin and persuade the King of Prussia (who is in his heart a royalist) to support the cause of good government against the revolution-mongers who would fain turn all the world topsy-turvy ? I think you would do more than half a dozen ambassadors, because His Majesty's ears are more easily touched by the sound of a female voice than by any other music, and because with that sound you would insinuate to him more sense than God has given. I do not propose that you should sacrifice yourself pour la patrie^ but merely propitiate him a little towards the propositions which your lord might be charged to make. Ah pa ! Laissons la les cours, le rois et toutes les bagatelles de cette esp&ce. Venons aux choses impor-tantes. A cet effet, je vous envoie la copie d'une fable, or, if you please, a tale written in my carriage in coming from Vienna; perhaps it may amuse you. You tell me you were frequently tempted to write. If you would take my advice, you would not resist the temptation. As a good Christian I pray not to be led into it, but being there (with the consciousness of having done my duty), I make it a rule to fall as decently as may be. How the Comtesse de Thun was tempted and how she fell is at least one-half of a mystery. The latter part was doubtless a consequence of the former; but as to that, I think it would puzzle your ladyship, with all your genius, and you have a full share of it, to divine which of his lordship's graces had inspired the tender passion. Certainly, from the constancy of her correspond-                       1
ence, one may presume that she was trls Jprtse, unless the consciousness of writing well was an inducement. But, indeed, that sly dog vanity frequently lurks in the corner of the heart when love imagines himself in full pos-
i good taste, and cost but one hundred
